Styles, Conventions and Techniques
A common style in music video is for the video to have a narrative. This is done in many genres of music where the video follows a story meaning it has a beginning, middle and end. An example of this is in The Script and will.i.am’s video for ‘Hall of Fame’ (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mk48xRzuNvA). 
This video starts with a boy having a dream this can be seen by the effects used, the image is of a boxer in slow motion and has cuts of the same clip over the top of each other suggesting that it’s abnormal and something that isn’t seen in real life. The background is also dark with the centre image of the boxer being in the spotlight. It is then made more obvious when the boy wakes up that it was his dream and that his dream is to be a boxer. We are then showed to another dark background with a single spotlight of a ballerina to then be seen to the girl waking up. It is then clear that the video is going to be about two people’s dreams, which consolidates the song’s meaning.
 The song is called ‘Hall of Fame’ and the video uses lyric interpretation by suggesting that if you work hard at achieving your dreams then you can and could end up ‘standing in the Hall of Fame’. This is seen throughout the video as it cuts between two people and the struggles they are having as well as cutting to ‘as-live’ and lip-syncing footage of The Script and will.i.am performing. For example at one point in the video the boy is running along the road and the shots are cut to the beat as the boy runs to show the different locations of where he is running. The camera shots also speed up during the video when the boy is getting attacked on the street as the shots cut from the boy being kicked to the guitarist stomping his feet. These shots are all close ups of the bottom half of their bodies so the audience will know what is happening and understands that the boy is getting beaten up but doesn’t have to see it all happen. This is due to the script having some younger fans so wouldn’t want to show violence in their video and also so it doesn’t show too much violence so it wouldn’t be able to be shown on TV.
During the ‘as-live’ footage in the video, it looks as if The Script and will.i.am are in a very basic plan warehouse with just the band around them playing the music. This then make sure that they are the main focus when the clips of the video are on them. The ‘as-live’ footage is similarly seen in rock videos, The Foo Fighters being a main rock band who uses this technique. Cutting from narrative to the band singing with various fast shots focusing on Dave Grohl, the lead singer (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4PkcfQtibmU 5:05). Foo Fighters as a band have the majority or their videos as narrative which end with the live band footage, or just have ‘as-live’ footage the whole way through such as their The Pretender video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBjQ9tuuTJQ ). 
Hall Of Fame has some element of rap, mainly in will.i.am’s verses, the video uses low angle shots with Danny O'Donoghue and will.i.am singing down to the camera, this is a very common technique used in rap music videos. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BoEKWtgJQAU 1:15).
Sometimes the style or narrative of music videos can have influence from commercials. This means they could have an influence from advertising or is advertising a way of life or how someone acts. Influence of commercials could also be used in a music video for allusion, this is when the video is referencing to place, event or person and is seen within the video. For example Kanye West’s Gold Digger (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vwNcNOTVzY ) features girls posing as if they are from the 50's era on magazines, for example “Pin up” cover models from fictional vintage magazines. Promoting the way of life for some women in the 50’s era, the video also uses stylized art designs throughout to show this era. The video also starts as if it is being projected in the style of an old film projector which also links to the vintage theme. The video has also been shot in widescreen in a letterbox format, as if its showing that the projector only films in this aspect ratio so needs the letterbox for it all to be seen. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another style which is used in music video is parody, this is when an artist makes a mock video of someone else’s song or video. Artists can find fame through these parodies for example "Weird Al" Yankovic, he recreates songs and videos, relating to other artist’s, one of his most famous being a parody of Michael Jacksons Bad (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2mU6USTBRE ). During this video he re-enacts Michael Jacksons video using a fake set which looks exactly like the one he uses. However he has changed the lyrics and the song name has changed from ‘Bad’ to ‘Fat’. This then gives a lyric interpretation of something which is meant to create a humorous element and is what attracts people to the video as the audience can get enjoyment from it. Weird Al uses lip sync throughout and the camera angles are all the same as the Bad video, including close ups to focus mainly on Michael Jackson and Weird Al and long shots to get all the dancers in the background also included. The Midnight Beast are also known for their parodies the one that made them famous being a parody of Tik Tok by Ke$ha (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4npUdfEmbQ ), however this is a little different to Weird Al’s video because the main character isn’t trying to look like Ke$ha but just uses the background music to create a different character and song. 
